Adam White and Herb Bal performed paired exploratory testing of charter VL000B-001 (see: Charter_List). The purpose of the charter was to explore how VLC uses system memory and processor resources while viewing videos as compared with the same videos being viewed in Microsoft’s Media Player. The charter contained instructions to choose the most recent version of the player available from Microsoft, to use videos between 1 and 5 minutes long of different formats including WMV and AVI, to use Perfmon to capture results, and to use Excel to generate graphs of the results.
Adam and Herb took session notes while they tested using WordPad (see: AW_HB_S5_Session_Notes). Each note included the time and date it was made. Most of the notes were only a couple of minutes apart, and sometimes there were several notes made in a single minute. Some notes were only a few words long, while others stretched to a paragraph. They included descriptions of actions taken and observations about the player’s responses. Their notes also contained a gist of one bug they found while testing.

The first thing the pair did was to take their video of the previous session and crop them into videos of varying lengths and types to use to test the programs. This took a long time, so they continued their testing several days later. Both Windows Media player and VLC were tested with videos of 1, 2, and 3 minutes in length in WMV and AVI formats. They used Perfmon to create graphs of the processor usage and private bytes for both programs for each video (see: AW_HB_S5_Performance_Graphs).
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